
Before t h e  Board of  Zoning Adjustment ,  D . C .  

PUBLIC HEARING - February  17 and 
March 17 ,  1971  

Appeal No. 10673 George Washington U n i v e r s i t y ,  a p p e l l a n t .  

THE Z O N I N G  ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion du ly  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  
t h e  fo l l owing  Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  the  meet ing of 
March 23, 1971. 

EFFECTm DATE OF ORDER - A p r i l  8 ,  1971 

ORDERED : 

That t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  pe rmi s s ion  t o  e r e c t  two s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  
t o  e x i s t i n g  P h y s i c a l  Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing  and t o  e r e c t  a d d i t i o n  
of a seven  s t o r y  p a r k i n g  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t h ree  l e v e l s  below g rade  
and a d d i t i o n a l  pa rk ing  on roo f  i n  accordance  w i t h  S e c t i o n  3101.46 
and roof  s t r u c t u r e  i n  accordance  w i t h  S e c t i o n  3308 and v a r i a n c e  
of s e t b a c k  r equ i r emen t s  of  S e c t i o n  3201.26 t o  pe rmi t  two pen t -  
houses  t o  have one f a c e  on l o t  l i n e  a t  817 - 23rd S t r e e t ,  N W . ,  
Lots  15-18,800-80L1,839,8L15-8L18, p a r t  of Lots 19,805,803,831,841, 
Square  55, be  c o n d i t i o n a l l y  g r a n t e d .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-5-C D i s t r i c t .  

2.  The p r o p e r t y  i s  a p a r t  of t h e  approved campus area and 
i s  p a r t i a l l y  improved w i t h  a s m a l l  dormi to ry  and r e c o r d  b u i l d i n g  
which w i l l  be r a z e d .  The remainder  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  unsed as 
a U n i v e r s i t y  pa rk ing  l o t  under  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy No.24337. 

3 .  The a p p e l l a n t  p roposes  t o  e r e c t  a two s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  P h y s i c a l  Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing  as w e l l  as t o  e r e c t  a 
seven  s t o r y  p a r k i n g  s t r u c t u r e  as a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  P h y s i c a l  
Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing .  

4. The two s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  P h y s i c a l  Educat ion Bu i ld ing  
i s  nece s sa ry  because  of t h e  i n t r u s i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n t o  t h e  
space  needed f o r  t h e  pa rk ing  s t r u c t u r e .  The pa rk ing  s t r u c t u r e  
w i l l  have t h r e e  l e v e l s  of below g rade  pa rk ing  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  
pa rk ing  on t h e  r o o f .  
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5 .  The a p p e l l a n t  amended h i s  a p p e a l  t o  i n c l u d e  a s u b d i v i s i o n  
of t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  because  t h e  proposed pa rk ing  s t r u c t u r e  
t a k e s  approx imate ly  2,200 squa re  f ee t  from the  a d j a c e n t  l o t  (Lot  
2 6 ) ,  ( E x h i b i t  No. 11). 

6 .  The proposed p a r k i n g  s t r u c t u r e  as a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
P h y s i c a l  Educat ion Bu i ld ing  w i l l  have seven  s t o r i e s  w i t h  a 
b u i l d i n g  area of 259,247 squa re  f e e t .  The a r e a  of  t h e  l o t  i s  
44,351 squa re  fee t  and t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  of t h e  roo f  s t r u c t u r e  i s  666 
squa re  f e e t .  The FAR of t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i thou t  r oo f  s t r u c t u r e  i s  
5.79 and t h e  FAR of t h e  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  i s  0 .02.  

7 .  The penthouse  w i l l  house two s ta i r s  and two e l e v a t o r  
banks .  The m a t e r i a l  and c o l o r  of t h e  s t r e e t  f a c a d e  w i l l  be exposed 
agg rega t e  p r e c a s t  p a n e l s  i n  n a t u r a l  l imes tone  c o l o r  and b l a c k  s l a t e  
f a c i a s .  The m a t e r i a l  and c o l o r  of t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  be metal 
mansard r o o f  p a i n t e d  b l a c k  and b r i c k  i n  n a t u r a l  l imes tone  c o l o r .  
The pa rk ing  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  be open on two s t r e e t  f r o n t s  and t h e  
remain ing  two s i d e s  w i l l  be enc lo sed  w i t h  n a t u r a l  l imes tone  b r i c k  
walls. 

8 .  The a p p e a l  was f i l e d  and hea rd  under  p l a n s  by Mills,  
P e t t i c o r d  and Mil l s ,<  R c h i t e c t s ,  drawings  No. ~-6,A-7,A-8,A-g, 
A-10 and A - 1 1 ,  approved as no ted  by M r .  Howard H .  Mackey, member 
o f  t h e  Board on A p r i l  1, 1971. 

9 .  The Department of Highways and T r a f f i c  o f f e r s  no o b j e c t i o n  
t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of' t h i s  a p p e a l  p rov ided  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  driveway 
o p e r a t i o n s  r equ i r emen t s  a r e  f o l l owed :  

"1. Tha t  t r a f f i c  on H S t r e e t  between 7  and 9:30 a . m .  
be p r o h i b i t e d  from t u r n i n g  l e f t  i n t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  driveway t o  
t h e  proposed p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t y .  That  t r a f f i c  e x i t i n g  on to  H 
S t r e e t  from t h e  e a s t e r l y  most driveway be  r e q u i r e d  t o  t u r n  
l e f t  on ly  between 4  and 6:30 p.m. Tha t  t r a f f i c  e x i t i n g  o n t o  
H S t r e e t  from the  w e s t e r l y  most driveway be r e q u i r e d  t o  t u r n  
r i g h t  on ly  between 4 and 6:30 p.m. 

2 .  Tha t  t r a f f i c  on Eye S t r e e t  between 7  and 9:30 a . m .  
be  p r o h i b i t e d  from t u r n i n g  l e f t  i n t o  t h e  proposed pa rk ing  
f a c i l i t y  driveway on t h a t  s t r e e t .  That  t r a f f i c  on Eye S t r e e t  
between 7  and 9:30 a . m .  be r e q u i r e d  t o  t u r n  r i g h t  on ly  t o  
e n t e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  driveway t o  t h e  p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t y  on t h a t  
s t r e e t .  
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10.  The Na t i ona l  C a p i t a l  P lann ing  Commission a t  i t s  meet ing 
on March 4 ,  1971, recommended a p p r o v a l  of t h i s  a p p e a l  p rov ided  t h a t  
t h e  Board r e q u i r e d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s c r e e n  t h e  l a r g e  openings  
and u s e  t h e  same o r  similar m a t e r i a l  on a l l  s i d e s  of  t h e  pa rk ing  
s t r u c t u r e .  

11. Opposi t ion  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l  was r e g i s t e r e d  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g .  

OPINION : 

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  t h e  proposed two s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  P h y s i c a l  Educa t ion  Bu i ld ing  i s  compat ib le  w i t h  t h e  approved 
campus p l a n  and w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  u se  of  nearby and 
a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t y .  

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  roof  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h i s  proposed 
p a r k i n g  ga r age  w i l l  harmonize w i t h  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  m a t e r i a l  and c o l o r .  The roo f  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  purpose  and i n t e n t  of t h e  
Zoning Regu l a t i ons  and i s  compat ib le  w i t h  t h e  approved campus p l a n  
which w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  u s e  of  nearby and a d j o i n i n g  
p r o p e r t y .  

We a r e  of t h e  f u r t h e r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a p p e l l a n t  h a s  proven a 
h a r d s h i p  w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l a u s e  o f  t h e  Zoning 
Regu l a t i ons  and tha t  a d e n i a l  of t h e  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  
i n  p e c u l i a r  and e x c p e t i o n a l  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue hard-  
s h i p  upon t h e  owner. 

F u r t h e r ,  w e  ho ld  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  r e l i e f  can  be  g r a n t e d  
w i thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i thou t  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
zone p l a n  as embodied i n  t h e  Zoning Regu l a t i ons  and Map. 

T h i s  Order s h a l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fo l l owing  c o n d i t i o n :  

[ a ]  The FAR wi thou t  r oo f  s t r u c t u r e  s h a l l  be computed on 
t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  campus a r e a ,  which i s  
p r e s e n t l y  owned by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y .  
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BY ORDER O F  T H E  D . C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A T T E S T E D  : 

B y  : 
P A T R I C K  E .  K E L L Y  

Secretary of t h e  B o a r d  

T H A T  T H E  ORDER O F  T H E  BOARD I S  V A L I D  F O R  A P E R I O D  O F  

S I X  MONTHS ONLY U N L E S S  A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR 

OCCUPANCY P E R M I T  I S  F I L E D  W I T H  T H E  D I R E C T O R  OF I N S P E C T I O N S  

W I T H I N  A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS A F T E R  T H E  E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  

T H I S  ORDER.  


